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Suliur cycle

In the global phosphorys cycle, the lithospharic phase is
Phase is more important, Sulfur, b

natural biogeochemical Processes release sulfur intg the atmosphere:

® The formation of the volatile compoung dimethylsulfide,

* Anaerobic respiration by sulfate—redu::ing bacteria and

¢ \Volcanic activity.

The weathering of rocks Provides about half the sulfyr draining off the land into rivers and lakes, the remainder

deriving from atmospheric sources. The available sulfur taken up by plants, passed along food chains and, via
decomposition processes, becomes available again to the plants. The combustion of fossil fueis is the major human

activity to the global sulfur cycle.
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Figure 5.13 Sulfur cycte.
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